New ways to detect adverse drug reactions in pediatrics.
Adverse drug reactions (ADRs) complicate at least 5% of all courses of therapy for children. Dealing with an ADR requires a stepwise approach in appreciation of the possibility of an ADR, assessment of whether the adverse event in question is drug-related, assessment of causality, assistance in treating the symptoms of the ADR, and dealing with the aftermath of the event. Several new developments likely will improve the ability to assess, evaluate, treat, and prevent ADRs in children. These developments include tools to evaluate causality, laboratory tests to diagnose ADRs, pharmacogenomic approaches to prevent ADRs, and new insights into treating serious ADRs.